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Test Of Proficiency-Huayu (Basic)

Introduction

Test Of Proficiency-Huayu (TOP), an ongoing project designed and developed by Steering Committee for the Test Of
Proficiency-Huayu(SC-TOP), is an examination of Chinese proficiency for non-native speakers of Chinese. The real life
materials used on the TOP are extracted from materials in daily life. In addition, these diversified texts are derived from a
variety of fields and topics.

Candidates

Candidates beyond the age of 18 who have taken 360-480 hours of Chinese courses in Taiwan or have acquired a
vocabulary base of 1500 words are welcome to take the test. If Chinese courses were taken outside of Taiwan, we suggest
the learning hours should be doubled to 720-960 hours ( about 2-3 years ) .

Format of TOP

TOP is a 110-minute test comprised of 120 multiple-choice questions divided into three sections including listening,
vocabulary and grammar, and reading. Each question is worth 1 point, for a total of 120 points. Only correct answers are
counted. For more details of basic level, please refer to the following table.

Section Listening Voc./Gram. Reading Total
50 items 40 items 30 items
Basic Level [Sentence (20 items) Vocabulary (20 items)  |Sentence (10 items) 120 items

Conversation (20 items)
Passage (10 items)
Test time |40 minutes(approx.) 70 minutes

Grammar (20 items) Authentic Material (20 items)

110 minutes(approx.)

Scoring and level descriptions

Those who have taken part in the TOP and passed the level requirements will be awarded a certificate. The certified
organization is Steering Committee for the Test of Proficiency-Huayu (SC-TOP). The table below compares the scoring
scale and the language ability excepted at the two Basic Levels.

Section Score Range

oY | EOC Listening Voc./Gram. Reading Overall score
_ 1 38-42 31-34 23-25 92-103
Basic
2 43-50 35-40 26-30 104-120

Listening ability descriptions

Reading ability descriptions

Can understand a limited number of individual Can read personal and place names, common
words, simple phrases and simple short signs, short texts with familiar words and simple
1 sentences about familiar topics. Can understand | phrases in predictable contexts. Can find a

simple information, commands or directions specific piece of information in simple and clear
Basic within context. . materials. _ _
Can understand simple words, phrases, and Can read longer sentences within a familiar
conversations on many topics. Can understand | context of daily life and experience. Can locate
2 many common questions, instructions, and information in materials such as classified ads,
directions related to personal experience and sales promotion coupons and flyers.

general knowledge.

What is TOP used for?

© Applying for the “Taiwan Scholarship”.

© Applying for the academic programs at colleges or universities in Taiwan.

© Serving as a reference of Chinese subject for University Entrance Committee for Overseas Chinese Students.
© Serving as a job-required proof of Chinese language proficiency.
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